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Let There Be Peace on Earth! A Christmas Pageant
Actors
Angel: large speaking role; played by an adult or older youth
Modern-day child: large speaking role
Magi/wise ones: three or more; some speaking 
Shepherds: two or more; some speaking 
Bethlehem crowd: four or more; some speaking 
Roman soldiers: two or more; some speaking
Mary: speaks one word
Joseph: not a speaking part; play can be done without a Joseph

Scene 1: middle front, and well in front of stable
Modern-day child (MC): (in a frustrated tone) Peace! Everyone is talking about peace! But I don’t notice peace in the world. I don’t even find peace on the playground at school. Peace! Yuck! Peace isn’t a thing. It’s just not possible.
The angel comes up beside the child.
Angel (A): I heard you ranting about peace. But I have news for you. Peace is a thing. Peace is possible in this world.
MC: rolls their eyes and shrugs “whatever.”
A: Come with me. Let’s go on an adventure to find peace. You’ll need some wings (puts wings on MC).
MC: Well, I’m always ready for an adventure.
Travelling music 
[bookmark: _Hlk152580061]Scene 2: beside the pulpit and down the steps
The Magi/Wise Ones
The magi/wise ones are arguing/debating.
1: I’m sure the star is pointing west.
2: No, we should go east.
3: How about south? or north?
1: No, east. It has to be east.
2: Do we need to take a gift? 
3: NO! No gifts!
1: YES! We must take a gift.
2: Let’s take gold!
3: No, silver.
1: I think it should be frankincense and myrrh.
2: What would a baby do with frankincense and myrrh?
Voices stop but motions of debating continue.
MC: Hey, Angel. I thought you were helping me find peace. This isn’t peace.
A: (to MC) Just wait a minute. You’ll find out.
(to magi, gesturing for them to calm down) I can help you. It’s this way (pointing them in a direction that they will journey around the whole sanctuary through the next couple of scenes). 
The magi look at each other and then head off.
MC: I’m still not convinced.
A: (smiles) Come with me!
Travelling music
[bookmark: _Hlk152580145]Scene 3: beside the piano (a field outside of Bethlehem)
Shepherds
The shepherds are arguing/debating.
1: Yes, there were angels in the sky.
2: No, I think we imagined them.
1: We should go to Bethlehem.
2: But who will take care of the sheep?
1: Oh no! The wolves. The wolves will get them.
2: There were NO angels. Let’s stay here.
Voices stop but motions of debating continue.
MC: Hey, Angel. I thought you were helping me find peace. This isn’t peace.
A: (to MC) Just wait a minute. You’ll find out. 
(to shepherds, gesturing for them to calm down) I can help you. The sheep will be okay. Angels will watch over them. Go to Bethlehem. Go to the stable. 
The shepherds look at each other and then head off to the stable and sit by the manger.
MC: I’m still not convinced.
A: (smiles) Come with me! (calling to magi) Magi, you’re doing great—keep going in that direction!
Travelling music
[bookmark: _Hlk152580204]Scene 4: in front (in the middle of a Bethlehem street)
Crowd
The people in the crowd are confused and frustrated.
1: Why did we come here?
2: There’s no room anywhere.
3: I hate crowds.
4: We should have stayed home.
5: Who cares about a Roman census?
The whole crowd: Yeah, who cares?
Voices stop but motions of frustration continue.
MC: Hey, Angel. I thought you were helping me find peace. This isn’t peace.
A: (to MC) Just wait a minute. You’ll find out.
(to the crowd, gesturing for them to calm down) I can help you. You just need to go to the stable. Right over there. It will all be okay.
The people look at each other and then head off to the stable and sit by the manger.
MC: I’m still not convinced.
A: (smiles) Come with me!
(calling to the magi) Magi, you’re doing great—you’re almost there!
travelling music
[bookmark: _Hlk152580283]Scene 5: in front (marching in a Bethlehem street)
Roman soldiers
The magi finally arrive at the stable and sit down by the manger.
The soldiers are marching along and stop, frustrated and tired.
Crowd mumbles in the background. (Theatre trick: say “watermelon, hubba, watermelon, hubba” in mumbling voices and not together in rhythm.)
1: Why were we sent here?
2: This is chaos.
1: So many rumours about a newborn baby.
2: Who could hear a baby in all of this?
1: I’d like to send all these crowd home.
2: Guess we better follow orders.
1: Move on, move on, everyone.
Voices stop but motions of frustration continue.
MC: Hey, Angel. I thought you were helping me find peace. This isn’t peace.
A: (to MC) Just wait a minute. You’ll find out. 
(noticing the magi in stable) Magi! Great, you’ve arrived! Well done!
(to the soldiers, gesturing for them to calm down) You have new orders from your commander. You need to go to the stable, the one just over there, and guard the baby you’ll find there.
The soldiers look doubtful and then head off to the stable and stand at attention on either side of the manger.
MC: I’m still not convinced.
A: (smiles) Come with me!
travelling music
Scene 6: middle front, at the stable 
Everyone
Everyone is grumbling and looking restless and giving strange looks to the others who have arrived. Assign people to randomly declare things such as:
[bookmark: _Hlk152580347]“So why did the angel send us here?”
“I’m bored.” 
“I’m tired.” 
“I’m hungry.”
“I just want to go home.”  
“Why are we here?”
Soldier: We’ve got to get back to patrolling the streets.
Mary and Joseph walk in, carrying the baby, and lay it in the manger.
Everyone becomes quiet and smiles as they look at the baby.
One actor: What is the name of the child?
Mary: Jesus!
Those in the stable begin to sing “Let There Be Peace on Earth” by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson-Miller. 
One at a time, each actor steps or rolls forward, starting with the line “Let it begin with me.” The modern-day child waits longer, looks around at others, and then comes forward near end of song, with the final line: “Let it begin with me.”
After the song, everyone comes around the manger and gives attention to the infant.
The angel and modern-day child move forward. The modern-day child takes off their wings and gives them to the angel.
MC: Thank you, Angel. You helped me find peace. And it begins with me.
A: You’re welcome. Now let’s go meet the baby!
The angel and the modern-day child go to the manger during a musical reprise of “Let There Be Peace on Earth.” After a few moments, everyone gradually moves from the manger and back to their seats for the rest of the service.
Carrie Behlke, Heather Zacharias, and Susan Lukey, High River U.C., High River, Alta.
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