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The Hands of Christmas: A Christmas Pageant Service 
This pageant service may be led by children, youth, and/or adults. Please be aware of those in the congregation who may not engage the world by using their hands and consider how to include them in this service focused on hands.
Parts 
Family or couple to light Advent wreath 
Narrator 1
Narrator 2
Narrator 3 
Several participants to examine hands in the Introduction to the Hands of Christmas 
Reader: Luke 2:1–7 (adapted)
Reader: Luke 2:8–20 (adapted)
Reader: Invitation to the Manger 
Reader: Invitation to the Offering 
Reader: Prayer of Blessing 
Joseph 
Mary 
shepherd 
angels 
wise ones 
All the children and youth, and adults, too, can dress up to take parts in the nativity scene, as they wish. 
Offering oil at the doors: Everyone who wants to 
Reminder to congregation: Please don’t laugh out loud at our speakers and our actors. Some words and actions might be surprising or cute or funny. Just smile and enjoy! We have had children who won’t go up front again after noticing laughter coming from the congregation because they don’t understand why were are laughing. None of us want that, so we’ll just smile and enjoy! 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Acknowledging the Territory 
Announcements
Gathering Hymn
“Jingle Bells” Pierpont/Lukey (on GatheringWorship.ca)
Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Opening Prayer (all) 
(may be done with actions)
Holy One, Blessed One, 
may your peace — enfold me. 
May your peace — work through me. 
May your peace — extend from me to the world. Amen. 
from Advent Unwrapped 2019, The United Church of Canada
Introduction to the Hands of Christmas 
Project or have narrators display a large picture of hands. 
Narrator 1: What story do your hands tell? Take a moment to consider carefully your hands. 
Narrator 2: Hands do so much for us each day. We don’t even think about all the things that hands do—whether it is our own hand or the hands of others. So today, let’s pause and consider the gift of hands. 
Narrator 1: With an opposable thumb and four fingers, we can create and share, we can build and bake, we can touch and love. 
Narrator 2: What story do your hands tell? Is there pain in your hands? Are there scars? Is it hard to move your hands? Do you think your hands are beautiful? Are they practical hands? What story do your hands tell? 
Several people, young and old, come to the stage. They examine their hands and compare hand sizes. They offer various observations, such as: 
“Look at my hands! Do you see this scar?” 
“I have a Band-Aid on my finger.” 
“Look at how long my nails are.” 
“My daddy’s hands are bigger than mine.” 
“I like holding my grandma’s hands.” 
“My baby sister’s hands are so soft.” 
“I think hands are amazing!” 
All sing: MV 187 “We give our thanks” verse 2
The Story 
Narrator 3: About 2,000 ago, a special baby was born. Many hands helped that baby come into the world. 
Narrator 2: In today’s service, we are going to tell the story of those hands. Think of Joseph’s hands and Mary’s hands. The hands of the shepherds and the hands of the wise ones. And what about angel hands? What would they be like? 
Narrator 3: We are here today to tell the story of hands, because of some very special hands—Jesus’ hands. Let’s sing of the hands of Jesus that showed us God’s love. 
Hymn: VU 570 “Jesus’ hands were kind hands” 
Introduction to Scripture 
Narrator 1: The hands of Christmas came in many shapes, colours, and sizes. As we listen to the story from scripture, imagine the hands that were part of the first Christmas. 
Reader: Luke 2:1–7 (adapted): In those days an order went out from Emperor Augustus He said that all the world should pay taxes. Everyone went to their own hometown to pay the tax. Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the city of Bethlehem because that was the place where his grandparents came from. He was engaged to Mary, and Mary was expecting a child. So they travelled together to Bethlehem. When they got there, it was time for the baby to be born. Mary gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger because there was no room in the inn. 
Reader: Luke 2:8–20 (adapted): Near Bethlehem, there were shepherds living in the fields. They kept guard over their flocks of sheep each night. Suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared before them. The shepherds were afraid, but the angel said, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news, joyful news. Today in Bethlehem the Saviour has been born. Go and find the baby lying in a manger.” Suddenly the sky was filled with angels who sang: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to everyone on earth.” When the angels had left, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem. They found Mary and Joseph and the baby in the manger. When the shepherds left the stable, they began to tell everyone about Jesus’ birth. They shouted out praise to God as they returned to the fields. Mary listened carefully and watched carefully. She wanted to remember everything that happened this night. And Mary treasured all of this in her heart. 
Hymn: VU 47 “Still, still, still” 
Mary comes and sits down on a stool and begins weaving, knitting, or sewing. 
Narrator 1: We begin with Mary’s hands. They were the hands of a young woman. 
Narrator 2: They may have once been delicate hands, but now that Mary was weaving and washing, cooking and cleaning, they were beginning to develop callouses. 
Narrator 1: They were starting to become rough and worn from the daily tasks of a peasant woman in the first century. 
Narrator 2: Yet, Mary’s hands were also the loving hands of a mother, ready to welcome her baby. What stories Mary’s hands could tell! Thank you, O God, for the gift of Mary’s hands! 
Mary looks at her hands and moves off stage. 
All sing: MV 187 “We give our thanks” verse 2
Joseph comes in with hammer, a saw, and a board and quietly begins to build. 
Narrator 3: Now let’s imagine Joseph’s hands. They were the hands of a carpenter. 
Narrator 2: Joseph had been practising his trade for many years, learning it from his father and his grandfather. Soon he would teach carpentry to his own sons. 
Narrator 3: His hands were strong, rough, and calloused. He might have had a bruise or two, and perhaps some cuts, the natural results of working with tools. 
Narrator 2: Yet, Joseph’s hands were also the hands of a loving father, ready to hold his son and ready to playfully toss him in the air. What stories Joseph’s hands could tell! Thank you, O God, for the gift of Joseph’s hands. 
Joseph moves to centre stage, looks at his hands, then moves off stage. 
All sing: MV 187 “We give our thanks” verse 2
The shepherd comes in pretending to herd sheep and gather them together, then sits down to rest. 
Narrator 1: Imagine the shepherd’s hands. They were hands that cared for the sheep day by day. 
Narrator 3: Living in the fields and working with the sheep was dirty work. They had no place to wash up. 
Narrator 1: The shepherd’s hands would have been rough. They would have been stained with dirt. They would also have been strong hands, used to handling and guiding the sheep. 
Narrator 3: The shepherd’s hands also help to protect the sheep from wild animals. These hands welcomed baby Jesus. What stories the shepherd’s hands could tell! Thank you, O God, for the gift of the shepherd’s hands. 
The shepherd moves to centre stage, looks at his hands, then moves off stage. 
All sing: MV 187 “We give our thanks” verse 2
A wise one enters carrying a gift and slowly opens it to check and rearrange it as the narrators speak.
Narrator 1: Imagine the hands of the wise ones who came from the East. The wise ones, or magi, were scholars. They spent their days studying and their nights watching the stars. 
Narrator 2: The hands of the wise ones may have been soft hands. They may have had servants to cook and clean and fix things. 
Narrator 1: The wise ones’ hands would have been smooth. Their fingers could do very fine work. They likely had ink stains on their hands. 
Narrator 2: These smooth, soft hands brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus. What stories the wise ones’ hands could tell! Thank you, O God, for the gift of the wise ones’ hands. 
The wise one moves to centre stage, looks at their hands, then moves off stage. 
All sing: MV 187 “We give our thanks” verse 2
An angel enters and pretends to begin warming up their voice to sing, then holds the position. 
Narrator 3: What might angel’s hands look like, I wonder? I think they may glitter and sparkle. 
Narrator 2: I think angels’ hands would feel soft and warm. You may not even be able to see them. If an angel’s hand touched you, I think you would feel love, more love than you can imagine. 
Narrator 3: I think that the touch of an angel’s hand would bring you peace. I think it would help you feel calm all over. 
Narrator 2: Imagine an angel’s hand touching you right now, with love and peace. What stories the angels’ hands could tell! Thank you, O God, for the gift of angels’ hands. 
The angel moves to centre stage, looks at their hands, then moves off stage. 
All sing: MV 187 “We give our thanks” verse 2
Invitation to the Manger
Faithful people through the years have offered their hands and their hearts to Jesus. They have told the stories of Jesus’ birth and of Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds and wise ones. There is something so special about this story. It fills our hearts with joy, peace and wonder. The story inspires us to share the love of God with others. As we sing “Away in a manger,” let us imagine those who were there that first Christmas, as the children (youth, adults) take their places at the manger. 
Hymn: VU 69 “Away in a manger” 
Those participating in the nativity scene may take their places at the manger. 
Invitation to the Offering 
God gave us the greatest gift of all, the gift of Jesus, who taught us about love, joy, hope, and peace. Let us give our gifts, offering our hands and our hearts, so that others may know God’s love. 
Hymn: VU 43 “Go tell it on the mountain” 
Offering is collected and delivered to the manger during singing. 
Prayer of Blessing and the Lord’s Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you for the gift of hands, for the hands of Mary and Joseph, and the hands of the shepherds, angels, and wise ones who helped welcome Jesus into this world. 
We thank you for our hands and our bodies, and for all the things we can do with them, each in our own way, to share your love and hope with others. We thank you for the hands in this congregation; hands that cook meals, knit care shawls, put up decorations, clean kitchens, do dishes, light candles, fix things that are broken, play piano and violin and ukuleles, offer healing prayer, do (add things specific to your congregation), and more. 
Bless all the hands of (name of congregation) that offer help and hope in so many ways.
Bless all the people of (name of congregation) as we each find our ways to offer help and hope. 
Provide loving hands and spirits to help all who are in need today: in our families and among our friends, in our congregation, in our town and in our country, people all around the world, and for the earth itself. 
Bless these gifts we offer with our hands and hearts, so that they may be a blessing to others. We ask this in Jesus’ name, and we pray as he taught us to pray: “Our Father, who art in heaven…” 
Hymn: VU 7 “Hope is a star” 
During the singing, those who were part of the nativity scene may return to their seats or go to the doors to be ready to anoint hands with oil.
Celebrating and Blessing the Gift of Hands 
Narrator 1: We each have ways of touching and engaging the world. We each have ways of reaching out to each other in care and love. 
Narrator 2: Some of us use our hands to engage the world. With our hands, we show our love. With our hands, we offer care and blessing. 
Narrator 3: Some of us reach out to the world with the love in our eyes, with the smiles on our faces, with caring and encouraging words, or through art, music, and creativity of all sorts.
Narrator 2: As you leave this sanctuary today, we would like to anoint you with oil on your hands or your forehead, as a blessing and a thank-you for all the ways that you and your hands and your heart offer care and love in this congregation and in the world. 
Narrator 1: I invite you to pay attention to your hands or the hands of a neighbour in this moment. 
May God bless our hands today. 
May God fill our hands and hearts with love to share in the world. 
May God give strength to our hands and bodies for the tasks we need to do. 
May God bless our hands and hearts today. 
May God bless you today and every day. Amen. 
Sending Forth (sung)
VU 570 “Jesus’ hands” verse 2 only 
Those at the door offer to bless each person’s hands or forehead with a touch of oil. They might offer the words “Peace be with you” or “God bless you.”
Susan Lukey and the Children’s Worship Team, while at High River U.C., High River, Alta.
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