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Pentecost 1 2026 (Year A) Seasonal Ideas and Resources

God Is Calling
A Gathering* Worship Resource Service 2026
Gathering and Praise

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Response: And also with you.

Acknowledging the Territory

Gathering Hymn: VU 245 “Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet”

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship
God calls us.
We gather in response to the invitation.
Christ leads us.
We follow, united in love and purpose.
The Holy Spirit empowers us.
We grow in faith, made ready to answer God’s call with boldness.
As we worship together this morning,
God is here! Let us give thanks!
Lori Van Santvoort-Jansekovich, Broadway U.C., Thunder Bay, Ont.

Lighting the Christ Candle
Long ago Jesus called some unlikely fisher folk and an ostracized tax collector to follow him. In the same manner, Jesus called a surprised woman to draw water for him and then become a disciple.
Today, Jesus is calling us to be light in a shadowed world. We light this candle as a reminder that we are people of the Way of Jesus!
Laura J. Turnbull, Penticton, B.C.

Introit: MV 156 “Dance with the Spirit”

Prayer of the Day (all)
Creator God, open our hearts today to feel your presence, to receive your words, to sing your praises, to trust in your promises, and to find the grace and peace that you are offering to every one of us as we respond to you. On this holy day, we remember that you have invited us into a covenant and a calling, and that you have invited us to live in the ways of your precious kingdom, even as you remind us that we are part of everything that you do. On this holy day, we will answer your call to a life of faith.
We will answer your call to be attentive to people we meet along the way.
We will answer your call to recognize the blessings you provide. We will answer your call to care for the whole earth and everyone in it. We will answer your call. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Julie Hutton, Minnedosa U.C., Minnedosa, Man.

Story Time

Hymn: VU 570 “Jesus’ hands were kind hands”
Receiving God's Word
Prayer of Illumination
O God, you are calling, inviting, welcoming, and challenging us to receive the Word. We open ourselves into the Spirit’s guidance. Amen.
Gord Dunbar, Kincardine, Ont.

First Scripture: Genesis 12:1–9 God calls Abraham and Sarah.
Herein is Wisdom.
Thanks be to God.

Second Scripture: Matthew 9:9–13 The call of Matthew.
Herein is Good News.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon: The B.C.E.N. Morning Show Skit

Responding to God's Word
Hymn: MV 161 “I have called you by your name”

Mission and Service Story

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer




Offering
Our selves, our actions, our words, our mission, and our souls—
we dedicate them all to you, O God, as we answer your call.
Bless us and our gifts for your service that we may declare our faith by our cheerful giving back. Amen.
Gord Dunbar, Kincardine, Ont.

Hymn: MV 209 “Go, make a diff’rence”

Commissioning and Benediction MV 183 “I’m gonna shout, shout”

*Gathering and GatheringWorship.ca, The United Church of Canada. Thanks to St. John’s United Church, Kemptville, Ont., and Bree and Brooke MacKenzie for this service idea.


Background Information

Story Time
Introduce the idea of a “calling” by thinking about a parent “calling” you for supper. God calls us, as well, and has something for each of us to do as we follow Jesus and bring the love of God to the world. Or share the story of your own call to ministry (ordered or lay).

Sermon: The B.C.E.N Morning Show Skit
B.C.E.N. stands for Beautiful Community Entertainment Network.
Lorna Carley, chair of the St. John’s United Christian Education Committee, shares: We decided to initiate intergenerational services that would be planned and led by our youth. For one service, they chose the theme of God Is Calling. An idea for a skit was suggested that would form part of the reflection for the service. The skit was written by one of the youth with graphic support from her sister. The congregation were deeply moved by the service and wanted to share it with others.
Preparation
People’s real names can be used, along with the name of your town, city, rural community, or neighbourhood. Create a news anchor desk with three chairs, or group three chairs together. Provide microphones for each person, a set of sticky notes for each of the three guests, and a projector to display the image below towards the end of the skit and another with the message “God is calling. Are you willing to respond?” for the conclusion.
Actors
Narrator
Anchor 1 
Anchor 2
Guest 1: Helen
Field Reporter 1: Bob
Guest 2: Barb
Field Reporter 2: Kanika
Guest 3: Riku
Two or three volunteers to share stories of being called by God
Narrator (possibly offstage): We interrupt today’s worship service to bring you the regularly scheduled program from a local network.
Anchor 1: Good morning and welcome back to the B.C.E.N. Morning Show live from (name of town). We continue our “Discovering Our Communities” series this morning, where we share with our viewers a little about the towns and villages in our surrounding area.
Anchor 2: This week we are featuring the town of (name the town and provide a brief history, how it got its name, some highlights of the area, the Indigenous territory on which the community resides, etc.)
Anchor 1: Almost 100 years later (name of town), continues to grow and thrive. Over the past week, this small town has had a few strange occurrences. What better way to find out about it than to reach out and talk to some of the town’s local residents. We’re joined here this morning in studio with one of those residents, Helen. Welcome, Helen, and thank you for joining us this morning.
Helen: It’s my pleasure and thank you for having me.
Anchor 1: Helen, can you tell us a little about the strange occurrences you’ve noticed this past week?
Helen: Yes, of course. I have been finding these sticky notes with little messages everywhere, and I even found one in my car on the way here! It said, “Give me a call.” I have no idea who it’s from or why it was there. This past week I have found six, one in my car, one on my coffee cup at (name of local coffee shop), and four others around my house and yard.
Anchor 2: Did they all have similar messages?
Helen: Well, not really. The one on my coffee said, “I’m super proud of you,” and the one in my kitchen said, “Don’t be scared.” I’m not scared but I sure am curious. I can’t really make sense of it all and, well, I’m really not sure what they mean!
Anchor 1: Oh, Helen, it sounds like quite the mystery, indeed. Thank you for your input on the matter.
Helen: Oh, you’re so welcome, and thank you for inviting me to your morning show so I could tell you all about it. Maybe some of your viewers this morning can help us figure out what it’s all about.
Anchor 2: We’ll now go live to one of our field reporters, Bob, who is with a local resident talking to them about their experiences with a similar occurrence. Good morning, Bob! Please tell us who you are with this morning.
Bob: Thank you, (name of anchor 1). I’m here downtown this morning with Barb. Barb, can you share with our viewers your thoughts on this strange occurrence?
Barb: Yes, I can! I have been finding so many sticky notes all over the place and no one I’ve asked admits to knowing anything about them or being responsible. No one seems to know who’s been posting them or why they are doing so.
Bob: Might you share what the notes say?
Barb: Yes, I have them right here with me. This one says, “I miss you.” This one, “Can you call me?” And this one, “I’m here to help you.” Then, “It’s all right.” And the last one says, “Great job!”
Bob: Yes, very curious, indeed! Thank you, Barb, for sharing those sticky note messages with us and our viewers. Back to you in the studio, (name of anchor 1).
Anchor 1: Thank you, Bob. Now we’ll go live to Kanika, our other field reporter who is on location in rural (name of town). Hello, Kanika, are we connected?
Kanika: Yes, it’s a great connection, nice and clear.
Anchor 2: Kanika, can you tell us who you’re with and what you’re discovering this morning?
Kanika: Yes, good morning. I’m here just outside of (name of town) with Riku, another resident. So, Riku, can you tell us what you have noticed this week in your community?
Riku: Well, friends and neighbours have been messaging about all these sticky notes in people’s homes and on their cars and even on their coffee orders and, to be honest, I wasn’t too sure about the whole thing until I started finding them myself in my own home.
Kanika: Oh, that’s interesting, Riku. Can you tell me how many you found, and where and when you found them?
Riku: I found the first by my bathroom sink, about a day or two after I first heard about the occurrences. Then, a while later, I found one on my fridge and in my car, and I even found one in my purse. I find the whole thing kind of odd.
Kanika: Would you share with us what they said?
Riku: I only brought my first three. The one I found in my sink said, “You can do it.” The other that I found on my fridge said, “Call when you can.” And my third said, “I’m here for you always.”
Kanika: I agree with you, Riku, that this is certainly an odd occurrence. Thank you for sharing with us this morning. Now back to you in studio, (name of anchor 2).
Anchor 2: Thank you, Kanika. It is truly strange and nobody really knows what’s happening or why. What a mystery!
Anchor 1: Yes, it really is strange. Before we close this segment of our show, I would like to thank Helen, in studio with us this morning, as well as our (name of town) residents Barb and Riku for sharing their experiences with us from this past week.
Anchor 2: That concludes our segment of “Discovering Our Communities.” Thank you for watching and please join us tomorrow, on the B.C.E.N Morning Show. Same time, same place, as we highlight events and bring you exciting stories from surrounding communities.
Narrator: (as a slide of sticky notes with similar messages is projected) The mystery continues. Hey! Those same messages just appeared on our big screen. What could it mean?
A soloist, choir, or everyone sings MV 97 “Listen, God is calling.” Following the song, have two or three members of the congregation ready to share ways that they sense God’s calling in their lives. Display the slide with the message “God is calling. Are you willing to respond?” as they share their stories.
Bree Mackenzie and Brooke Mackenzie, St. John’s U.C., Kemptville, Ont.

Glad Faith Klassen, Stamford Lane U.C., Niagara Falls, Ont., shares her experience of inviting people to reflect on their sense of calling: “As I spoke with several members of my congregation, I was struck by their openness and eagerness to share their experiences. Some spoke of an initial reluctance to get involved in specific work, but once beginning the work, they sensed where the Holy Spirit was moving them to action. They discovered the peace and sense of fulfillment that followed. Whether it was involvement in the broader community, their paid work, or ministering through some aspect of the congregational work, my church’s 
sensitivity to the Spirit’s calling always strikes me. May it always be so.”

More Hymn Suggestions
VU 260 “God who gives to life its goodness”
VU 298 “When you walk from here”
VU 359 “He came singing love”
VU 562 “Jesus calls us”
VU 567 “Will you come and follow me”
VU 572 “Send me, Lord”
VU 575 “I’m gonna live so God can use me”
VU 585 “Jesus bids us shine”
VU 586 “We shall go out with hope of resurrection”
MV 133 “Jesus laughed out loud”
MV 212 “Sent out in Jesus’ name”
TLUS 12 “Give me a name”
TLUS 112 “Pra Jao Song Sum Phad”
TLUS 136 “Je connais les projets”
TLUS 147 “There’s no need to ask me twice”

Resources on GatheringWorship.ca
· We Have Heard Your Call by Beth W Johnston
· Called to This Place as People of God by Richard Bott
· God Calls Us Each and Every Moment by Jim McKean
· The Burning Bush – A Gathering Worship Resource Service
· Disciples of Jesus – A Gathering Worship Resource Service
· Exploring Discipleship
· Now Music Calls Us by Emily Gordon
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